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tongue/' replied the King, somewhat sternly. The
Archbishop was very charitable, and liberal to
excess, but he often granted pensions without
discernment.1 He granted one of an hundred
louis to a pretty woman, who was very poor,
and who assumed an illustrious name, to which

i The following is a specimen of the advantages taken
of his natural kindness. Madame la Cattle, who acted the
Duennas at the Op6ra Comique, was recommended to him
as the mother of a family, who deserved his protection.
The worthy prelate asked what he could do for her.
"Monseigneur," said the actress, "two words from your
hand to the Duke de Richelieu would induce him to grant
me a demi-$art" M. de Beaumont, who was very Httle
acquainted with the language of the theatre, thought that
a demi-fart meant a more liberal portion of the Marshal's
alms, and the note was written in the most pressing
manner. The Marshal answered, " that he thanked the
Archbishop for the interest he took in the Th6atre Italxen,
and in Madame la Caille, who was a very useful person
at that theatre; that, nevertheless, she had a bad voice;
but that the recommendation of the Archbishop was to be
preferred to the greatest talents, and that the demi-pcwt was
granted/'  , fy
